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Dear Sir: 

Please associate this document/ paper with patent application 
09/148,806. 

This Information Disclosure Statement per 37 CFR 1.97 and 
1.98 is being filed prior to the mailing of the first examination 
or Office Action on the merits of my application 09/148,806, and 
therefore no fee payment is believed required. 

I wish to inform the Examiner that in addition to that prior 
art specifically detailed in my originally filed application, 
namely U.S. Patents 3,806,471; 4,315,238; 4,866,542 full copies 
of which were included in the original application filing, I am 
also aware of one or more models of pointer control devices in 
the form of hand supported computer control devices, sometimes 
referred to as remote control mice or remote mice, and apparently 
made by Interlink Electronics, Inc. of Camarillo, CA, USA. and 
for sale at least on the Internet site of http://www.cdw.com at 
least in Sept. 1998. See attached two sheets printed from cdw 



site in Sept. 1998 describing a 2-button remote mouse titled 
RemotePoint remote-control mouse, and the other sheet describing 
a cordless, hand-held mouse having the same title as the 2-button 
above mentioned mouse, and both made by Interlink Electronics. 
These two computer mouse devices by Interlink are believed to 
include pressure sensitive buttons for analog output to allow 
variable speed control of a cursor or pointer of a computer. 
These pointing devices for computers by Interlink Electronics are 
considered relevant to the present invention, but are not 
considered material to patentability because they do not operate 
televisions, cable boxes, satellite boxes, VCRs, DVDs and like 
accessories associated with televisions. Furthermore the 
computer mouse devices of Interlink do not effect function- 
controls such as channel selection/tuning and with variable speed 
thereof, nor are they associated with video speed controls. 
Additionally, the computer mouse devices by Interlink are not 
associated with video guide controls such as are commonly used in 
satellite TV systems such as DSS, Primestar, DISH TV, and set-top 
boxes such as REPLAY TV and TIVO and the like. The computer 
mouse devices of Interlink are not anticipated to be useful in or 
with function-controls related to channel tuning and or video 
speed control as taught in the instant application. 

I have a related co-pending U.S. non-provisional patent 
application titled "GAME CONTROLLER WITH ANALOG PRESSURE 
SENSOR(S)" filed Oct. 1, 1997, serial number 08/942,450, and 
which claims the benefit of a Provisional application of the same 
title filed Sept. 17, 1997, serial number 60/059,125. The 
sensors of the related applications are variable-conductance 
sensors which are incorporated in a two handed remote game 
controller host device. I am not at this time claiming the 
priority of the earlier filing date of my application 08/942,450 
for the instant application. 

I also have another co-pending U.S. non-provisional patent 
application titled VARIABLE-CONDUCTANCE SENSOR filed June 29, 



1998, serial number 09/106,825. I am not at this time claiming 
the priority of the earlier filing date of my application 
09/106,825 for the instant application. 

I also have yet another co-pending U.S. non-provisional 
patent application titled VARIABLE-CONDUCTANCE SENSOR WITH 
ELASTOMERIC DOME-CAP application No. 09/122,269, filed July 24, 
1998, art unit 2832. I am not at this time claiming the priority 
of the earlier filing date of this earlier application of mine 
for the instant application. 

I also have still another co-pending U.S. non-provisional 
patent application titled COMPUTER MOUSE WITH ANALOG BUTTONS, 
application No. 09/167,314 which was filed 10/06/98. 

At any time when the Patent Examiner believes the claiming 
of the benefit of the earlier filing date of any of the above 
applications for the instant application would be helpful in 
advancing the instant application toward allowance, the 
forwarding of such information to applicant would be appreciated. 

I believe the present claimed invention is patentable over 
the prior art specifically addressed in the instant application. 
I also believe the present invention is patentable over the 
inventions of my above mentioned co-pending applications, but 
wish the issues pertaining to Double Patenting be carefully 
considered by the PTO Examiners, as I want everything to be 
proper when my applications issue as U.S. Patents. Thank you for 
your consideration and assistance. 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own 
knowledge are true and that all statements made on information 
and belief are believed to be true; and further that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that willful false 
statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or 
imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the 
United States Code and that such willful false statements may 
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jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued 
thereon . 

Respectfully, 



Brad A. Armstrong, Inventor / Applicant 

CERTIFICATE OF EXPRESS MAILING 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, D. C. 20231 

I hereby certify that the herewith included/ attached 
Information Disclosure Statement is being deposited with the 
United States Postal Service as EXPRESS mail article 
#EJ385600902US, with sufficient postage pre-paid in an envelope 
addressed to: Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, 
Washington, D. C. 20231, 

on this date: i7, tm . , 
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iventor / Applicant 




ete-control mouse - Part# 5 1027 s 



ComputerDiscount Warehouse - RemotePoint *fcte-control mou; 

Get tftm£ rolling between 
you and your PCI 



800-844-4239 



Product Info 
Comparable! 
Reviews 



E-mail this page 
to a friend I 



Search: 




SmartSearch 
Tips 

Browse: 

Accessories 

Books 

Cables 

CP-ROM drivw 
CPU upgrades 
Data storage 
Desktops 
Digital Imaging 
Input devices 
Memory upgrades 
Modems 
Monitors 
Multimedia 
Networking 
Notebooks 
Office equipment 
EGAs 

Power protection 

Printers 

Scanners 

Software 

Supplies 

Video 

Hot Deals 




http-y/www.cdw.com/product/default.asp?EDC=51027 



KENSINGTON 



click here! 



y fftffrr* yrrrrffrrrm - ^ , , , 

Home SfteMap Contact ' Help Shopping ©rfr 



Product Info 



INTERLINK ELECTRONICS 
RemotePoint remote-con 



Cordless, hand-held mouse 



Now 



Let us watch price and availability for you: 




tCEIVED 

JUN 2 8 1999 

Group 2700 



Price 
$97.21 



Stock Status 
In Stock 



CDW part no. 

51027 



Mfg. part no. 
INE-VP4000 



Wherever you roam, you're in command with the RemotePoint 
remote-control mouse. For complete freedom, RemotePoint is the superior 
hand-held mouse for PC and Macintosh applications. This cordless, infrared 
pointing device operates at distances of up to 40 feet, so you can 
interactively present, work, play or learn in unrestricted comfort. 
RemotePoint has immediate appeal. Its elegant ergonomics deliver the 
ultimate in hand-held comfort. Pick it up, roll your thumb around the soft 
rubber pointing button and experience seamless 360-degree cursor control. 
Responding to variable thumb pressure, the cursor moves smoothly in any 
direction at speeds ranging from a precise crawl to a screen-crossing zip. 
RemotePoint's trigger-like mouse click button is a joy to use. 
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4866542 : Remote-controlling commander with multi-function rotary dial 

This patent was reissued on Oct. 1 , 1996 as patent RE35343 



INVENTORS: 



ASSIGNEES: 
ISSUED: 

SERIAL NUMBER: 

INTL. CLASS 
(Ed. 4): 

U.S. CLASS: 

FIELD OF 
SEARCH: 



Shimada; Keiichiro, Kanagawa, Japan 
Wakahara; Tatsuya, Tokyo, Japan 
Shibuya; Noboru, Kanagawa, Japan 
Sony Corporation, Tokyo, Japan 
Sep. 12, 1989 FILED: Dec. 17, 1986 

942978 MAINT. STATUS: 

H04N 005/783 : 

360/010.3 ; 360/033.1 ; 360/071 : 360/073.08 : 358/335 : 

369-7:6 ; 358-335,191.1,194.1 ; 360-33.1,10.1,14.1,61,10.3,71,73,73.01,73.04,73.05,73.08 ; 
455-181,186,185,179,603 ; 361-340 ; 200-33 R, 6 1,58 R ; 340-696,688,870.08 ; 



ABSTRACT: A remote-controlling commander includes a rotary dial rotatably mounted on a commander housing for 
manual operation of the user. The commander also includes a position detector for monitoring angular position of the 
rotary dial, in which the angular position and/or angular displacement of the rotary dial represents which operation of the 
apparatus is to be controlled and an encoder for producing an encoded signal variable depending upon the angular 
position and/or angular displacement of the rotary dial. The encoded signal is transmitted through a transmitter to a 
receiver provided in the apparatus to be controlled. The received signal is decoded in the apparatus to trigger the 
function represented by the received signal. The received signal from the remote-controlling commander may be used to 
perform functions associated with a VTR, such as timing of video recording, picture searching, channel timing, and the 
like. 
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EXEMPLARY CLAlM(s): Show all 22 claims 



What is claimed is: 

1 . A system for remotely controlling a video tape recorder which performs different functions including a timer 
activated recording function as a first function, and second function, comprising; 

* a controller provided in said video tape recorder for controlling operation of said video tape recorder and selecting 
operation modes for accomplishing different functions to according to a control command; 

* first means, incorporated in said apparatus and associated with said controller for performing said first function; 

* second means, incorporated in said apparatus and associated with said controller for performing said second 
function; 

* a remote control commander including a push button for selecting operation modes of said apparatus and 
producing a remote control signal carrying said control command, a rotary dial assembly operable for generating 
said control command for operating said first and second means selectively for performing said first and second 
functions; 

* a mode selector switch for selecting an operation mode of said remote control commander at least among a first 
position, at which said control command generated by said remote control commander operates said first means 
for performing said first function, and a second position, at which said control command generated by said remote 
control command operates said second means for performing said second function; said rotary dial assembly 
comprising: 

* a dial manually rotatable at a desired speed in opposing first and second directions; 

* a first sensing means for monitoring magnitude of angular displacement of said dial and producing a rotation angle 
indicative signal; 

* a timer set mode switch manually operable to produce a timer set mode selector signal ordering said video tape 
recorder system to operate in a timer set mode; 

* a display for displaying at least symbols representing a timer-activated recording start timing and end timing; and 
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f * ' symbols at a given rate on said display, said given rate being selected on the basis of the values of said direction 
indicative signal and said rotating angle indicative signal. 
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